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essay was sent to the Press in its original form. The party pro-
gramme of the Age of Plenty will not be drafted by men united
in a common impulse to oppose, to contradict, and to destroy.
It will be the work of men united in the impulse to create a
new order.                                                f

Anyone who ventures to write with hope for the future in present
circumstances does so like Condorcet under the shadow of the guillotine,
facing the same dilemma as Wilkins and hundreds of others who make
up the class of premature moral births. All considerations of worldly
wisdom point to Ragnarok and the twilight of western civilization in
Europe. Only the sheer need to keep alive constructive hopefulness can
keep a parent from insanity in these da$s. Those whose only stake in
immortality lies in the immortality of the germ plasm must needs hold
fast to the hope of a new international order

. . . till Hope creates
From its own wreck the thing it contemplates.

That these essays are redolent with hope does not signify that
the writer claims special knowledge of what possibilities, for good
or evil, the future may hold. To sneer at hope is the cloak of
snobbery with which outworn scholarship conceals its own
mediocrity. If the intellectual,, liberty of the last three centuries
disappears in the havoc of imperialist wars and post-revolutionary
disillusionment, its destruction will be a just penalty for the
cynicism with which so-called intellectuals cherish die prero-
gative of pessimism as the hallmark of a privileged caste. Mean-
while scientific humanism cannot give us the dogmatic and
apocalyptic certainty of the Hegelian dialectic. All we can ask
from it is a constructive anticipation of possibilities inspired by
such exploits of social usefulness as the drama of tropical medicine
records. Freda Udey has said all that we are entided to expect
in the present tempo of dissolving loyalties:

National Socialism, Red or Brown, may be the new society
which we cannot escape. The fact that it is so different from the
Socialism we have worked and hoped for does not mean that it
is not the coming social system. Capitalism did not turn out to